Seventy-two 


The word ‘philosophy’ originally meant curiosity, the 
desire for fresh experience, such as led Solon to travel 
and see the world (Herod. i:30), or the pursuit of in- 
tellectual culture, as in Pericles’ speech: ‘We cultivate 
the mind (philosophowmen) without loss of manliness’ 
(Thue. ii:40). This sense has to be excluded: the Rulers 
are not to be dilettanti or mere amateurs of the arts. 
They are to desire knowledge of the whole of truth 
and reality, and hence of the world of essential Forms, 
in contrast with the world of appearances.—Francis 
Macdonald Cornford, The Republic of Plato (Oxford 
University Press: 1941), p. 175. 
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